Crusade against Slavery
Nevertheless he kept doggedly upon his course, and at
length by the beginning of November the French Government
decided to take a step in the desired direction; ". . , Orders
have at last been issued " the Duke was writing to Mr. Wilber-
force on November 4th, " to prevent the trade in slaves by
French subjects on the coasts of Africa north of Cape
Formoso.1
It cannot be necessary for me to state to your Grace [wrote Wilber-
force in reply] with how much joy I received the intelligence of the
actual issuing of the French prohibitory order . . , permit me to con-
gratulate your Grace on this bloodless victory, which, if less dangerous
in the achieving of it, will have, I trust, the same effect as your other
victories, and to at least as great an extent, that of rescuing mankind
from oppression and violence . . .2
But alas, these rosy promises soon lost their brightness and
more than a month later the Duke is lamenting to Mr. Wilber-
force that, " All that has hitherto passed on the subject of
restricting the slave trade on the north-west coast of Africa,
consists in the letters written to the Prefets Maritime^ . . "3
There was one counsel which the Duke never ceased to
impress upon abolitionists in England, and that was to avoid
discussion of the subject in the English newspapers.
I must say [he wrote to Mr. Wilberforce] that the daily press in Eng-
land do us a good deal of harm in this as well as in other questions.
We are sure of the King * and his Government, if he could only rely upon
the opinion of his people. But, as long as our press teems with writings
drawn with a view to irritate persons here, we shall never be able to
exercise the influence which we ought to have upon this question, and
which we really possess.4
Besides business of state there is also the lighter side to
an Ambassador's life, a side which Arthur Duke of Wellington
was the last person to neglect. And so we find him giving
great entertainments, attending social functions of all kinds,
1 Dispatches, Vol. XII', p. 130.
2 Supp. Despatches, Vol. IX, p. 436.
8 Dispatches, Vol. XII, pp. 212, 213.            *>Ilid.,p. 142.
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